Being affected by the other.
Against present trends towards the homogenization and the hegemony of one world intellectual "koine," the author underscores the richness contained in the plurality of intellectual styles, discursive paradigms and cultural configurations. He shows that all encounters encompass a tragic dimension, that of power and dependence, that cannot be neutralized by the most sensitive individual empathy. Seven rules are finally offered for guiding Western and non-Western scholars on the road towards the transnational and transcultural dialogue.